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What is claimed is: 

1. Canceled, 

2. Canceled. 

3. Canceled. 

4. Canceled. 

5. Canceled. 

6. Canceled. 

7. Canceled. 

8. Canceled. 

9. Canceled. 

10. Canceled. 

11. Canceled. 

12. Canceled. 

13. Canceled. 

14. Canceled. 

15. Canceled. 

16. Canceled. 

17. Canceled. 

18. Canceled. 

19. Canceled. 

20. Canceled. 

21. Canceled. 

22. Canceled. 

23. Canceled. 

24. Canceled. 

25. Canceled. 

26. Canceled. 

27. Canceled. 

28. Canceled. 

29. Canceled. 

30. Canceled. 
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31. 


Canceled. 


32. 


Canceled. 


33. 


Canceled. 


34. 


Canceled. 


35. 


Canceled. 


36. 


Canceled. 


37. 


Canceled. 


38. 


Canceled. 


39. 


Canceled. 


40. 


Canceled. 


41. 


Canceled. 


42. 


Canceled. 


43. 


Canceled. 


44. 


Canceled. 


45. 


A method 



(a) flowing at least two fluids into a housing; 

(b) passing the fluids around a filter element partially surrounded by an a non- 
permeable barrier at the lower end of the filter element; 

(c) allowing the fluids to separate by gravity so that the lighter fluid can flow 
above the sleeve in the housing above the barrier; 

{d) further passing the lighter fluid through a filter media; 

(e) collecting the lighter fluid after passing through the filter element; and 

{f) collecting the heavier fluid in the housing. 

46. A method of fihering fluids of claim 45 wherein the fluid mixture contains solids 
and additionally filtering the solids by the filter element. 

47. A method of filter ing fluids comprising the steps of: 
(a) flowing at least two fluids into a housing; 

£b) passing the fluids around a filter element partially surrounded by an a non- 
permeable barrier at the upper end of the filter element; 

(c) allowing the fluids to separate by gravity so that the lighter fluid can flow 
above the sleeve in the housing adjacent to the barrier^ 
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(d) further passing the heavier fluid through a filter media; 
{e) collecting the heavier fluid after passing through the filter element; and 
(f) collecting the lighter fluid in the housing. 
48. A method of filtering fluids of claim 47 wherein the fluid mixture contains solids 
and additionally filtering the solids by the filter element. 



HOUSTON 285832vl 41394-00009USD1 



10 



